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piston with a traverse limited by the length of the tube a.
The cross-bar is loaded according to the pressure desired, and
as long as the piston " floats " (forming a minute hydraulic
accumulator), the desired pressure is maintained. The material
to be tested is placed on the press table S, which is raised, by
means of the hand-wheel r, until the material comes in contact
with the ball Te, the valve v having first been opened to ensure
that all pressure is released.

The normal size of ball used is 10 mm. diameter, and pressures
can be obtained in intervals of 500 from 500 to 3,000 kilo-
grams.